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Media Advisory 
 

Border Patrol K9 back at work after historic surgery 
 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas – In November 2016, Border Patrol K9 Kvido began to display signs and 
symptoms of back pain. He was referred to South Texas Veterinary Specialist (STVS) in San 
Antonio and was examined by Dr. James Giles. After an MRI on December 5, 2016, Kvido was 
diagnosed with degenerative lumbosacral stenosis (DLSS) and surgery was determined to be the best 
course of action. 
 
This young working dog underwent a “first-of-its-kind” surgery and had a new type of stabilization 
device implanted into his lower back. He underwent post-operative rehabilitation at the Department 
of Defense Military Working Dog Veterinary Service. Kvido has done very well and will be released 
back to Border Patrol to return to full duty. Prior to the introduction of this new procedure, dogs with 
his particular condition would have been retired from service. Please join us in this historic occasion. 
 
ArteMedics, who manufactures the implant, is a company that started in 2015 and offers new, 
affordable medical devices and treatments for animals which are currently limited. These devices are 
well-known and commonly used in the human medical field, but ArteMedics has specifically 
designed them for animals. 
 

Event:   K9 Kvido released to full duty 
Date:   Monday, March 20, 2017 
Time:  1:00 p.m.  
Location: 1219 Knight St. 
                        Lackland Air Force Base 
                        San Antonio, Texas 78236 
  (off Valley Hi and Loop 410) 
Details: Still and video photography will be permitted. 
 

Please contact Supervisory Border Patrol Agent Marlene Castro (956) 227 – 8935 to RSVP.  
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection is the unified border agency within the Department of 
Homeland Security charged with the management, control and protection of our nation's borders at 
and between the official ports of entry. CBP is charged with keeping terrorists and terrorist weapons 
out of the country while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws. 
 


